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Report of the Secretary 
Election Results 


Richard W. Westwood 
Washington, D. C. 
Ellsworth Jaeger 
Buffalo, New York 
Richard L. Weaver 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
E. L. Palmer 
Ithaca, New York 
Publication Committee and Editor 
Dwight E. Sollberger 
Indiana, Pennsylvania 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary-Treasurer 


AAAS Representative 


Directors -— 1949 - 50: 
Allan D. Cruickshank, Rye, New York 
Eva Gordon, Ithaca, New York 
Raymond Gregg, Washington, D. C. 
Charles E. Mohr, Greenwich, Connecticut 
Edwin Way Teale, Baldwin, L. 1., N. Y. 


Directors — 1948 - 1949: (Elected 1947) 
W. Hughes Barnes, Muskingum, Ohio 
Ruth Gilmore, Providence, R. I. 
George Hendrickson, Ames, 
Richard H. Pough, Pelham, New York 
A. R. Whittemore, Toronto, Ontario 


Late Ballots and Notices 


Ballots and dues notices were ready for 
mailing December 1, but were delayed in 
mailing due to the inability of the Pro- 
gram Committee and printer to deliver 
the printed programs for the Washington 
meeting until December 15th. Some of 
the shipment was evidently held up still 
more until all the first and second class 
mail was shipped. 

We regret the delay and will see that 
ballots get into the mail another year early 
enough to avoid the Christmas rush and to 
assure all members an opportunity to re- 
turn their ballots before the deadline. 
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All ballots returned prior to December 
28th were counted and added to the votes 
of the members present at the annual 
meeting who had not sent in their ballots. 


Increase in Dues 


At the meeting of the Board of Diree- 
tors and Officers December 27th, a pro- 
posal was made and passed to increase the 
dues 50 cents for 1950. The present dues 
of $1.50 will be increased to $2.00 effec 
tive December 1, 1949, when notices for 
1950 will be mailed. New members re- 
ceived after October 1, 1949 will pay the 
increased rate. 

The increase in dues has become neces- 
sary due to the increased costs of printing. 


Change in By-Laws 


Publication Committee has been 
elected annually as provided by the By- 
Laws of the American Nature Study So- 
ciety. Those elected have not always found 
it possible to serve. A motion was made 
and passed at the annual meeting of the 
Society December 28th, to change the By- 
Laws to provide for the appointment of 
this Committee by the President. 

The recommended change will become 
effective January 1, 1950. 


Honorary Members 


Dr. Edith Patch, a life member and 
former president of the American Nature 
Study Society was elected an Honorary 
Member by the members at the annua! 
meeting, December 28th. 

Three other members have been previ- 
ously elected Honorary Members — Lib- 
erty Hyde Bailey, Fannie Stebbins, and 
Ellen Eddy Shaw. 


OCTOBE! 


a 


Robt. Seibert 


At the Washington 
Meetings 


The Washington meeting of the Amer- 
ican Nature Study Society was a success. 
Cooperation between the Amervican Na- 
ture Study Society, the Nat'onal Associa- 
tion of Biology Teachers and ihe National 
Science Veachers Association was much in 
evidence. All the meetings were well at- 
tended, although obviously it was impos- 
sible to attend all the meetings of each 
society. The joint meetings of all the so- 
cieties held each morning focused atten- 
tion on problems of mutual concern. 
Members of each organization welcomed 
the opportunity to become acquainted 
with the members and activities of the 
other organizations. 

The local committee on arrangements, 
consisting of Richard W. Westwoo., 
Chairman, Raymond Gregg, and C. W. 
Matteson, is to be congratulated for the 
smooth functioning of the meetings. The 
officers in charge of the program are to 
be congratulated for an excellent pro 
gram of speakers. The following were the 
speakers on our program: 

Raymond Gregg — Naturalist and Direc- 
tor, National Capitol Parks, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Roger T. Peterson 

E. L. Palmer — Professor of Rural and 
Conservation Education, Cornell Uni- 
versity, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Ted S. Pettit Publications, Boy Scouts 
of America, New York City 

Lewis H. Babbitt — Curator, Worcester 
Museum, Petersham, Mass. 

Devereaux Butcher — Secretary, National 
Parks Association, Washington, D. C. 


Artist, Washington, 
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Athliated with The American Association for the Advancement of Science 
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Editor of the News Letter, Dwight E. Sollberger, State Teachers College, Indiana, Pa. 


Spring, May; Summer, August; Fall, October 


Ira N. Gabrielson — President, Wildlife 
Management Institute, Washington, 
D. C. 

William Vogt — Conservation Commit- 
tee, Pan American Union, Washington, 
D.C. 

Ruth Gilmore — Conservation Commit- 
tee, National Council of State Garden 
Clubs, Providence, R. I. 

Howard Zahnizer — Secretary, Wilder- 
ness Society, Washington, D. C. 

Glenn O. Blough — Specialist Elementary 
Science, U. S. Otfice of Education, 
Washington, D. C. 

Edith Patch — Writer, Orono, Maine 

Eva Gordon — Professor, Department of 
Nature Education, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

Elizabeth B. Hamilton — Editor of Mor- 
row Junior Books, William Morrow 
and Company, Publishers, New York 
City. 

Pictures were shown by: 

T. Llyle Keith, Berkshire Industrial Farm, 
Canaan, N. Y. 

H. A. Maurice, Jr., Biology Teacher, 
Richmond, Va. 

R. L. Weaver, North Carolina Resource- 
Use Education Committee, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina 

Ruth Hopson, Oregon State Extension 
Division, Eugene, Oregon 

Devereaux Butcher, National Parks As- 
sociation, Washington, D. C. 

Clyde Reed, University of Tampa, Tampa, 
Florida 

P. L. Richer, Wildflower Preservation So- 
ciety, Washington, D. C. 

Glidden Baldwin, Physician, Danville, 
Illinois. 

(Movies of the 1947 Chicago Field Trip) 


Affiliates 


The Biology Club of Eastern Nazarene 
College, Wollaston 70, Massachusetts, 
was approved as an Affiliated Club of the 
American Nature Study Society. William 
]. V. Babcock, Professor of Biology, 1s 
the sponsor of the group of sixty-five 
undergraduates. 

Other active clubs affiliated with the 
American Nature Study Society are: 
Bangor Bird Conservation Club, Bangor 

Maine 
New York Chapter, ANSS, New York 

City 


Watchung Nature Club, Plainfield, N. J. 

Any nature, bird, or conservation group 
is eligible for affiliation. Dues are $5.00 
annually. Each club is given representa- 
tion at all meetings and receives copies of 
the Quarterly News Letter. 


News of Members 


Allan D. Cruickshank, newly-elected 
member of the Board of Directors, will 
receive the John Burroughs Medal on 
April 4, 1949 at the American Museum 
of Natural History, jointly with his wife, 
Helen G. Cruickshank. The joint award 
of this medal — given by the John Bur- 
roughs Memorial Association for out- 
standing work in nature writing — will 
be given for Helen G. Cruickshank’s 
FLIGHT INTO SUNSHINE and Allan 
C. Cruickshank’s WINGS IN THE WIL- 
DERNESS. FLIGHT INTO SUNSHINE, 
published this year, is illustrated with 
Allan's photographs. Other members of 
the ANSS who have received the Bur- 
roughs Medal are Rutherford Platt and 
Edwin Way Teale. 

This winter, Dr. E. L. Palmer's long- 
awaited field guide to nature will be pub- 
lished. It should be the most complete 
guide ever put out —a kind of five-foot 
bookshelf made to fit in the pocket. 

Roger Peterson is painting the color- 
ptates for a volume on the birds of New- 
foundland ; also the color illustrations for 
a volume on the birds of South Carolina. 

Betty Lockwood is the new president 
of National Association of Biology 
Teachers. 

Ralph J. Donahue, Butler, Missouri, is 
making a collecting trip to Mexico this 
year. 

Don R. Eckelberry, Bay Shore, L. I., is 
completing the paintings for the second 
volume of the Audubon Bird Guide by 
Richard H. Pough, a member of the 
ANSS Board of Directors. 

Dr. Donald E. Hoffmaster of State 
Teachers College, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
conducted a three-credit laboratory course 
in Conservation this fall. He first attended 
the Penn State Conservation Workshop 
conducted by George Free, another ANSS 
member. 

Roger Barbour will be heading the 
Nature Education program at Oglebay 
Park, Wheeling, West Virginia, begin- 
ning February 1. He is coming from Cor- 


nell where he is completing his graduate 
work. 

The paper given by Leo Hadsall at the 
Chicago meeting in 1947 entitled “Nature 
and Conservation Programs in the Far 
West with Special Reference to Cali 
fornia’ was published in SCHOOL 
SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS in 
November, 1948. 

The paper given by Bertha M. Parker 
at the Chicago meeting in 1947 entitled 
“Use of Basic Science Education Books 
in Our School Program” was published 
in THE AMERICAN BIOLOGY 
TEACHER in October, 1948. 


Meeting Plans — 1949 


The 1949 Annual Meeting of the 
American Nature Study Society will be 
held in New York City, December 27 - 30 
at the time of the meetings of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of 
Science. Cooperative plans are being made 
for some joint sessions with the National 
Association of Biology Teachers and the 
National Science Teachers Association. 

Edwin Way Teale, retiring president 
of the American Nature Study Society, 
has been selected to serve on the Program 
Steering Committee to arrange for the co- 
operative planning. He will be assisted by 
the new officers and a local committee 
composed of Charles Mohr, Mildred 
Rulison, Farida A. Wiley, Hazel Fink, 
Richard H. Pough, Allan D. Cruickshank, 
and Ted S. Petit. 


Membership 


The active membership in 1948 was 
650. There were 250 additional members 
on the inactive list. 

As a result of some fine help from the 
members, 250 new members were enrolled 
for 1948, 40 for 1949 and 21 at the an- 
nual meeting for 1949. 

The following people helped enroll 
new members: 


Leo Hadsall, 24; Farida Wiley, 10; 
George Free, 8; Edwin Way Teale, 6; 
Gilbert Mouser, 6; Mildred Rulison, 5; 
Charles Mohr, 5; Patricia Nutt, 4; Rich- 
ard Westwood, 3; George Breiding, 3; 
Fannie Stebbins, 3; Florence Brannum, 3: 

(continued on page 4) 


Excerpts from 
Reviewing and Selecting 
Nature Books for Children 


by Dr. EvA GORDON 


More and more authors seem to recog- 
nize that a child able to talk about ac- 
celerators, ailerons, and chrysanthemums 
and such does not need to have nectar 
called ‘the sweet juice of flowers.” 

Personification — the singling out of 
one individual of a kind to serve as a 
type, humanization or anthropomorphism 
— the ascribing of human characteristics 
or behavior to things not human, for ex- 
ample, probably are important only to the 
degree to which they affect adversely the 
basic truth of the material. It must be 
added, however, that it is difficult to use 
such devices or to give some human char 
acteristic such as speech to an animal not 
human, and still keep within the bounds 
of essential realism. 

From the standpoint of usefulness to 
the science teacher, choice of facts and the 
manner of their use are undoubtedly of 
prime importance. Accuracy of the most 
painstaking sort is of small worth unless 
it contributes to worthy understandings, 
appreciations, attitudes or skills. 

My first, and perhaps chief, sugges- 
tion is for more careful checking of con- 
tent and illustration before publication, 
by qualified persons, to eliminate weak- 
nesses and to emphasize desirable features. 
So many books could easily have been so 
much better. Whether this checking is 
done by the author or by publisher is im- 
material, but it would seem highly de- 
sirable that more and more books meet the 
three standards of scientific acceptability, 
educational worth and excellence as chil- 
dren’s literature. 


Teaching Elementary Science 


TEACHING ELEMENTARY  SCI- 
ENCE, a forty-page bulletin by Glenn O. 
Blough and Paul E. Blackwood of the 
Office of Education, contains many help- 
ful suggestions for the teacher of science 
or nature study in the elementary school. 
The contents include discussions on the 
following: 

Elementary Science, What Is It? 

The Science Teacher 

How Children Learn Science 

Illustrating a Method of Teaching 

Science Resources at Your Door 

Materials and Apparatus 

Selected Bibliography 

Copies may be secured from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C. Price 15 cents. 


A. N. S. S. 


Ecologists Union 


Members of the American Nature Study 
Society will be pleased to learn of the for- 
mation a few years ago of a national or- 
ganization “devoted to the preservation 
of natural biotic communities for scientific 
use."” This group is known as the Ecolo- 
gists Union. The activities of the union 
are supervised by two committees. One, 
known as the Committee on the Study 
of Plant and Animal Communities, is 
compiling an inventory of parks, pre- 
serves, sanctuaries, etc., in North America, 
and investigates areas which should be 
preserved for scientific study. The other, 
known as the Committee for the Preser- 
vation of Natural Conditions, takes steps 
toward establishing and protecting natural 
areas by contacting the parties involved 
for positive action. It also cooperates with 
and gives support to other agencies con- 
cerned with the protection of nature. At 
present there are about 300 members in 
the Ecologists Union, including some who 
are also members of the American Nature 
Study Society. Others are welcome, and 
are urged to join to help support the pro- 
gram. Membership fees range as low as 
one dollar per year so that all may con- 
tribute something to the important work 
which has been undertaken by this organi- 
zation. Anyone interested may write to 
Ralph W. Dexter, Department of Biology, 
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Ecologists Union, 
for further information or membership 


blanks. 


Conservative Committee Holds 
First Meeting 


Richard W. Westwood, Chairman of 
the Conservation Committee, convened 
the first meeting of the committee in 
Washington immediately following the 
panel discussion “Conservation Issues To- 
day.” Fifteen members were present. It 
was decided to issue a monthly memo- 
randum to all members of the committee 
to keep them informed of action needed 
and desirable on current problems. Other 
members interested in helping on the con- 
servation committee may become members 
by writing to the Chairman or Secretary. 
Richard W. Westwood, Chairman, 1214 

Sixteenth St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 
Richard L. Weaver, Secretary, P. O. Box 

1078, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

All members of the committee will be 
listed in the next issue of the News 
Letter. 


NEWS LETTER 


Excerpts from 
Nature for the Professional 


by ROGER Tory PETERSON 


Apparently the only sure way to be suc- 
cessful in the Wildlife Field in this day 
and age is to have six or seven years of 
thorough college training and a Ph.D. 
The Ph.D. has almost become the equiv- 
alent of a union card, and without it, or 
at least an M.S. and the proper credits in 
the biological sciences, the newcomer has 
little chance to advance very far in the 
federal service or in university work. 

A person must want to be a naturalist 
very passionately indeed, to go into it 
professionally. The training is long, the 
competition is terrific, and the rewards 
are very modest except the reward of 
doing the work that one wants to do. It 
all goes back to the law of supply and 
demand. There are ten young men who 
would like to make their living at natural 
history work for every one which can be 
absorbed. 

So much for the orthodox approach to 
a Wildlife career, what you might call the 
safe one. And yet there are men and 
women who make a living at natural his- 
tory work who lack the formal qualifica- 
tions. Obviously this is doubly hard. But 
in spite of the difficulties, there are scores 
of young mer: today who aspire to become 
bird painters or other types of naturalists. 
During the past ten years at least fifty 
young men and a few young women have 
shown me their drawings and both 
George Sutton and Lee Jaques have had 
contact with as many. Seventy-five bird 
painters were represented in the exhibit 
held at the American Museum in 1933. 
Nearly fifty were represented at the 
A.O.U. meeting at Omaha this fall, and 
there is a show somewhere nearly every 
year. Each time half the artists are new 
names. 

Every young bird painter would like to 
become another Fuertes — but since the 
twenties, there have not been the oppor- 
tunities that existed in Fuertes’ time. The 
big lavishly illustrated state books are al- 
most a thing of the past. A regional work 
with a full set of color plates comes along 
about once every five years. An artist 
would have to pick up one of these jobs 
once every year or two to make a living. 

To sum it all up, there is a great gap 
in professional nature work between the 
well-trained biologist with a Ph.D. who 
knows his subject thoroughly, but is too 
inhibited by his contemporary workers 
and his circumstances to do an effective 
job of interpreting it to the lay public, 
and the average popularizer who doesn’t 
know nearly as much about the subject as 


(continued on page 4) 
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CAMP COUNSELORS 


Each year the Society endeavors to se- 
cure nature counselors for camps and to 
help members interested in summer work. 
If you need a counselor, want to be a 
counselor, or can recommend people who 
would qualify as nature counselors, we 
would like to know about it. Write the 
Secretary and give your requirements or 
qualifications. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


Several scholarships are available for 
use by members or qualified people rec- 
ommended by members for use in atten- 
dance at summer schools of natural his- 
tory, conservation workshops, and nature 
camps. The scholarships are for $25.00. 
Applications can be received from the 
Secretary. 


New Members 
Ballance, Leon G., Lake Landing, N. C. 
Brooks, Mrs. Gladys W., Crescent Road, 
Concord, Mass. 

Brownine, Alma, Woman's College, U.N.C., 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Dunn, Victoria E., 7253 Clinton Rd., Upper 
Darby. Pennsylvania 

Garner, Mrs. Lyda S., Hudson, Iowa 

Goettel, Julia C.. 212 Maplehurst Avenue, 
Syracuse 8, N. Y. 

Gruey, Miss Maralee, 141 E. Broadway, Al- 
liance. Ohio 

Guckes, Priscilla, M-R No. 81, Erie, Pa. 

Hamm, Anna, Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania 

Holmes, Ruby A.. R.F.D. 1, Manilla, Towa 

Jetferis, Mary, 255 Dixon Blvd., Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania 

Johnson, Rodney R., 123 Great Oak Lane, 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 

Josephson, Ruth A., 2150 N. 52 St., Mil- 
waukee 8, Wis. 


A. 8. 
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Kapp, John E. C., Box 383, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina 

McCoskey, Dolores, Blairsburg, Iowa 

Martin, C. B. Jr., 1908 Cedar St., Durham, 
North Carolina 

Miller, Mrs. Laura, 407 Second St., Cali 
tornia, Pennsylvania 

Montgomery, Mrs. Wade A., 120 Hermitage 
Rd., Charlotte 7, North Carolina 

Mulder, Berniece, R.R. 2, Shell Rock, lowa 

Musser, Clarence Z., Grantham, Pa. 

Nelson, Lillian E., 1230 W. Airdrie St., 
Philadelphia 40, Pa. 

Nerhus, Ramona, Badger, lowa 

Ramsey, D. Hiden, 58 Woodland Rd., Ashe- 
ville, N. C. 

Roberts, Mary Lois, 3233 Harvest Avenue, 
Cincinnati 13, Ohio 

Roth, Anna B., 8230 Pickering St., Philadel- 
phia 19, Pa. 

Sandifer, Kitty, 2126 Dilworth Road East, 
Charlotte 3, N.C. 

Simons, Mrs. W. Baynard, 2324 Briarwood 
Rd.. Char'otte 7, N. C. 

Tendall, Miss Ruby, Rt. 1, Belmond, Iowa 

Thorne, Mrs. Thomas E., Bel-Mede, Burns 
Lane, Williamsburg. Va. 

Quattlander, Miss Elizabeth, 126 Blossom 
St.. Fitchburg, Mass. 

Watron, Margaret E., State School for Blind, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Williams, Frances. Newhall, lowa 

Yocom, Miss Frances L., 700 Gimghoul Rd.., 
Chapel! Hill, N. C. 

Allen, Shirley E., 98 Union Ave., Cresskill, 
New Jersey 

Eizev. Lydia, 49 Collingwood, Detroit 2, 
Michigan 

Cameron, Mrs. Donald G., 2730 Weston 
Ave., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Whittinghill, Maurice, 226 Glandon Drive, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 

Wernieke. Mrs. J. F. (Maleta M.), Gull 


Point, Florida 


Address Changes since july 30: 


Revoire, Anne Christine, Pawling, N. Y 

The Conservation Foundation, (Cons. Div. 
N. Y. Zoological Soc.) 30 E. 40th St.. 
N.Y. 46, N.Y. 

Gilotti, Miss Frances J.. Stamford Museum, 
Stamford, Conn. 


Waterfall, Miss Myrtle, Paulison Arms, 222 
Paulison Ave., Passaic, N. J. 

L. C. Pettit, P. O. Box 217, Hiram, Ohio 

Schick, Inez M., 322 14th St., Wilmette, I'l. 

Soldner, Emil E., Box 786, Milwaukee 1, 
Wisconsin 


MEMBERSHIP 

(continued from page 2) 
Edwin Mason, 2; O. W. Neher, 2; Ray- 
mond Gregg, 2; Ruth Gilmore, 2; (one 
each) D. Miller, Ralph Waterman, Grace 
Martin, Edna Banta, W. E. Scott, La- 
Verne Argabright, Betty Komarek, Ray 
Gutsch, M. Bingham, Howard Michund, 
Helen Ross, Gertrude Eberwein, Ruth 
McCreary, Walter Elwood, Lydia Elzey, 
Warren Bleekman, C. Kent Warner, 
Pauline Buckingham, Evelyn Cromwell, 
Stanley Mulaik, A. L. Thomason, Mal- 
vina Trussell, Ruth Josephson and Wil- 
liam Vinal. 

All members are requested to nominate 
friends to membership. You can send the 
names to the Secretary or other officers 
or request materials to address and send 
yourself. Write the Secretary, Richard 
Weaver, Post Office Box 1078, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina. 


NATURE FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
(continued from page 3) 

he should. What we need is more men 
like Edwin Way Teale who can act as go- 
betweens between the research workers 
and the laymen — men who are respected 
by the scientists because of their flare for 
sound interpretation, yet who possess the 
art of making it dramatic and exciting. 
There are very few such men, and they 
will never be a drug on the market. 


THE AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY — FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1948 


Balance corrected to January 1, 1948 
RECEIPTS 


Dues 
Renewals 1948 $ 333.50 
New Members 1948 me 343.25 
New Members 1949 61.50 
Renewals 1949 44.50 
Club Dues 1948 - 1949 40.00 


Banquet and Field Trip 


Total Receipts 


EXPENSES 

Printing News Letter: 
Fall $40.00 
Winter 36.86 
Spring 47.04 
Summer 59.09 

$ 182.99 

Mailing News Letters: 
Fall $11.50 
Winter 11.97 
Spring 16.00 


Summer 15.78 


$ 607.75 -55:25 
Reprints 103.06 
$22.75 Banquet Expense 1947 ; 82.24 
Field Trip Expense 1947 62.26 
Refunds Banquet & Field Trip 25.40 
Meeting Expenses 67.70 
Canadian Nature Subscriptions ... 476.75 
123.97 Cornell Leaflet Subscriptions ...... 77.09 
Ofice Supplies 11.00 
946.72 Postage 87.23 
$1,554.47 Mimeographing 58.95 
Printing 23.61 
Telephone and Telegraph : 6.64 
Bank Charges 64 
$1,320.59 
Bank Balance, December 20, 1948 . 233.88 
Permanent Fund 130.10 
General Fund 103.78 
Additional Assets: 
Summer Camp Fund for Scholarships ............... : $ 137.50 
Anna Botsford Comstock Scholarship Fund 132.36 


— 


